
The Cedar Key Archipelago is made up of 17 small barrier islands. The four currently 
inhabited keys are joined by short bridges. The Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge is 
one of the oldest in the country, providing habitat to vast numbers of migratory and shore 
birds. Atsena Otie, the closest island and site of the original settlement, is open year 
round. The lighthouse on Seahorse Key is over 150 years old, and although its function 
as a maritime beacon ended long ago, the facility now operates as a marine laboratory 
leased to the University of Florida. Because the island also serves as a rookery for brown 
pelicans and many other species, it is only open three times a year when the Refuge 
and the University of Florida host Open Houses during the Spring, Summer and Fall 
Festivals.

Commercial fishing was the backbone of Cedar Key’s economy for most of the 20th 
century, until a state-wide ban on net fishing in the 1990’s devastated the city. With the 
aid of Federal, State and University of Florida programs, Cedar Key then built a multi-
million dollar aquaculture industry and now is one of the top US producers of farm-
raised hard clams. 

On a smaller scale, local fishermen also harvest mullet, oysters, shrimp, blue crabs, 
soft-shell crabs and stone crab claws, all of which are featured on island menus. Tony’s 
restaurant recently won a national competition for “Best Clam Chowder in the World.” 
Cedar Key celebrates its fishing heritage and present-day aquaculture with Clamerica, 
on July 4th, and an annual fall Seafood Festival.

With shallow waters, a coastline convoluted with tidal creeks, channels and bayous, 
the waterways around Cedar Key are full of delights to explore. A stealthy paddler can 
drift up on a cruising red drum or a wading egret for a chance at dinner or a photo op. 
Remember to wear sturdy shoes and check the weather forecast and tides. Consider 
taking a map or compass as it is easy to get lost. Lifejackets with whistles are required.

Rental kayaks (some rigged for fishing) are available next to City Park. Guided 
tours are also available, both for fishing and wildlife viewing. Don’t forget a permit if 
you plan to fish. There is also a Small Boat Meet the first weekend in May every year.

Cast a line from a beach, a bridge or the big public dock in the center of town and 
you’ll have fun whether you catch anything or not. A kayak will let you quietly explore 
the inshore fishing spots, tidal creeks and bayous of this bit of coastline. If you know 
your tides and techniques, chances are good that you’ll hook a red drum, spotted sea 
trout or other species, according to season. The city marina has a launching ramp and 
boat-trailer parking for those who prefer angling from power boats. To find the choicest 
fishing grounds, consider a charter trip. Cedar Key has excellent, qualified guides for 
both inshore and offshore fishing. Rods, reels, lures, live bait and licenses can all be 
purchased locally. 

There are numerous ways to explore the natural beauty of Cedar Key on foot. Enjoy 
the Trestle Trail off Hwy 24, which follows part of the original railroad route. Walk the 
Cemetery Point Boardwalk which leads through salt marsh on a route equipped with 
exercise stations. Or, wander the short Nature Trail at the State Museum. In town you 
will find tiny “pocket” parks, each with its own bench and exquisite view. The main 
city park, at the east end of 2nd Street, has sheltered picnic areas, washrooms, a swim-
ming beach and children’s playground.

The Cedar Key Scrub State Reserve and Shell Mound trails are both within a 5 mile 
drive. There is a free fishing pier at Shell Mound.

Don’t visit Cedar Key without your binoculars. The Cedar Keys National Wildlife 
refuge is home to one of the state’s largest rookeries for colonial nesting birds. This 
means an abundant year-round presence of white ibis, egrets, herons, pelicans and 
cormorants. Osprey nests can be seen all over town and eagles nest on several of the 
islands.  Hundreds of other species pass through the area on a seasonal basis during 
migration.

A bird check list given out at the Lower Suwannee and Cedar Keys Refuges lists 
255 species, including at least 90 that nest here. A great many can be spotted simply by 
walking around town and along the shoreline.

Cedar Key’s namesake is not really a cedar at all, but rather a type of juniper with 
the common name of eastern red cedar. Its soft heartwood sharpens easily without 
splintering, making it ideal for pencils. For half a century it was harvested and processed 
here by two pencil companies. Yellow pine and bald cypress were milled for lumber, 
sabal palms were sold for dock pilings and in later years a brush company set up a 
factory to process palm fibers into brushes which were sold worldwide.

Fortunately, the island’s live oaks were not heavily harvested and many of these 
magnificent specimens are at least three centuries old. The one in the backyard at the 
Cedar Key Bed and Breakfast is over 500 years old. 

Find front row seats on the Big Dock, along the south end of G Street or at the west 
end of the airport to watch one of Cedar Key’s sunsets. Sometimes, when conditions 
are just right you might get to witness the “green flash” or watch the sun sink into the 
horizon to the west, then turn around to see a full silver moon rise behind you to the east.  
Sunrises are equally magnificent as the dawn light angles across the salt marshes. 

Stargazing is spectacular in this remote corner of the Nature Coast with less light 
pollution than just about any other part of Florida. Every February Cedar Key hosts a 
weeklong star party, with volunteer astronomers helping visitors view the constellations 
riding the winter sky.

Grace Register
Island Arts

Bill Roberts
Golden Impressions

Janet Cook
CK Arts Center

Russ Raethka
Cedar Keyhole

Susan Dauphinee
Island Arts

Virginia Stevenson
Cedar Keyhole

Carol Sakellarios
Island Arts

Willy Smith
Barefoot Gallery



An Island
Community

Discover
Cedar Key

At the west end of State Road 24, just when you 
think you are on a long road to nowhere, the road 
curves and suddenly the sky opens up to a wide vista of 
sea grass islands dotted in a sparkling sea. As you cross 
the #4 bridge and follow the road to its very end, you 
begin to feel like you are in a time warp that takes you 
back at least a half century. Welcome to Cedar Key.

This brochure has been created to help you discover 
Cedar Key, guided by the twelve banners that hang on 
Historic 2nd Street and Dock St periodically 
throughout the year. Each banner image was chosen to 
tell you a little bit about our town and things that you 
can do during your visit here. Enjoy your discovery.

Cedar Key had its heyday in the second half of the 19th century when its fishing and 
forest industries flourished. It was also a transportation hub for the nation, connecting 
the city’s Gulf Coast shipping port to the Atlantic Coast at Fernandina Beach via the first 
cross-Florida railroad. However, the bustling economy declined as other areas of Florida 
developed and natural resources were depleted. In 1896 a hurricane dealt the final blow, 
leaving Cedar Key to enter the 20th century as a small fishing village.  

To learn more about the history of Cedar Key stop by the Cedar Key Historical 
Society Museum at 609 2nd Street where you can pick up a walking tour map. Or visit 
the restored St. Clair Whitman house and Cedar Key Museum at the State Park 1.5 miles 
from downtown.

What is now Dock Street was once a hub of Gulf Coast commerce. The “Big Dock” 
was the terminus for western ships and eastern trains. There were warehouses and 
custom facilities where freight, mail and passengers could be loaded, unloaded or 
transferred between ship and rail.  Today Dock Street is a narrow peninsula tracing the 
footprint of the original train trestle and pier. Its west end circles back to town over a 
short bridge, enclosing a sheltered small-boat marina. You’ll find restaurants, shops and 
galleries on today’s Dock Street, as well as the new “Big Dock” public fishing pier, a 
perfect place to watch sunrise with a cup of coffee or sunset with a glass of wine. 

Cedar Key has long been a magnet for artists attracted by the natural beauty of the 
coast and the small-town character of a traditional fishing village. The Cedar Key Arts 
Center, a non-profit organization, located on 2nd Street, coordinates and encourages 
creativity among residents and visitors alike. From November to April it handles a busy 
schedule of workshops and exhibits and in the summer it coordinates elementary and teen 
art programs.  It also serves as the coordinating sponsor for the Old Florida Celebration 
of the Arts juried fine arts festival each spring.

There are several artist co-ops and galleries on 2nd Street and on Dock Street. Some 
of Cedar Key’s many artists have shops at their own studios.

Although it may be one of the smallest schools in the state, Cedar Key School has a 
tradition of excellence and a very long history. The town council began funding public 
education in 1885 and the school, located next to the water tower on Whiddon Avenue, 
now stands on land bequeathed by one of Cedar Key’s first teachers, Eliza Hearn. 

Cedar Key School, which educates children from Kindergarten through High School, 
is a source of pride in the community, achieving recognition in academic, athletics, and 
extracurricular activities.  The City understands that its children are its greatest natural 
resource and works closely with the school to ensure a nurturing environment for its 
future leaders.
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The color of the flags was chosen to 
symbolize the balance of our pristine natural 
environment, the mix of green (vegetation) 
and blue (water and sky) making aqua - a 
visual symbol of our island community and its 
commitment to aquaculture and preservation of 
our natural environment.

This project was conceived and coordinated 
by the Cedar Key Arts Center but would 
not have been possible without the support 
of the City of Cedar Key, the Community 
Redevelopment Agency, the Chamber of 
Commerce and, of course, our local artists who 
donated their time and talent to bring the vision 
to reality.  Additional thanks to Bill Kilborn 
(Art Production), Sandra Buckingham and 
Beverly Ringenberg (Copywriting), and Ann 
Kamzelski (Photography).

Links to More Information:
Chamber of Commerce
www.cedarkey.org
General Island Information
www.cedarkeyguide.com
Museums
www.FloridaStateParks.org/cedarkeymuseum
www.CedarKeyMuseum.org
Wildlife Refuges
www.fws.gov/cedarkeys
www.fws.gov/lowersuwannee/
www.FloridaStateParks.org/cedarkeyscrub
www.FloridaStateParks.org/waccasassabay
Bird list
www.floridabirdingtrail.com
Kayak rentals, fishing guides, wildlife tours
www.KayakCedarKeys.com
Cedar Key Arts Center
www.cedarkeyartscenter.org
Spring Arts Festival
www.cedarkeyartsfestival.com


